II 



PCT/JP2003/004647 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
HGK0301-PCT 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FDRIHER ACTION preliminary Examination Report (Form PCr/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/004647 


International filing date (day/moruh/year) 
11 April 2003 (11.04.2003) 


Priority date (dcy/month/year) 

16 April 2002 (16.04.2002) 


Intemafional Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 

B23K 26/28, 26/38, 26/42, B21C37/083, B23K33/00, B60B 21/00. B21D 53/30 


^^^"^^ HONDA GIKENKOGYOKABUSHIKIKAISHA 



1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of. 



. sheets. 
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This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Cert^ observations on the international application 



I 


I2SI 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


vm 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

17 September 2003 (17.09.2003) 


Date of completion of this report 

21 June 2004 (2L06.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/004647 



L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to tiie elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



1(15.12.03) 



2-2/1 



, filed with the letter of 



25 May 2004 (25.05.2004) 



the claims: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement imder Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 



1-5 



, as originally filed 

, fiiled with the d^and 



filed with the letter of 



1 I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

^, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



3, 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the intemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language , which is: 

I I the language of a translation fiamished for the purposes of intemational search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the intemational 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the intemational application in written form. 
I I filed together with tiie international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

intemational application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I the description, pages 

I the claims, Nos. 

I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendment (Rule 70 J 6 
and 70.17). 

replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



dtfttions and explanations supporting such statement 

I. Statement 

Novelty(N) Claims 1^ YES 

Claims NO 

Iav^tivestq>(IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-2 NO 

ladustrial applicability (lA) Claims 1^ YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1 : JP, 9-47887, A (Tokai Rubber Industries, Ltd.), Febraaiy 1 8, 1 997 (02. 1 8 .97), claims, 

second column lines 35-38, third column lines 9-14, third column line 47 to fourth 

column line 1, Figs. 2-5, (family: none) 
Document 2: JP, 7-60345, A (Kawasaki Steel CorporationO, March 7, 1995 (03.07.95), detailed 

description of the invention paragraphs [0002]-[0006], Fig. 6, (family: none) 
Document 3: JP, 3-275289, A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), December 5, 1991 (12.05.91), page 3 upper 

left column lines 1-1 1, Figs, la-lc, (family: none) 
Document 4: JP, 46-40762, B 1 (Nippon Kokan K.K.), December 2, 1 971 (12.02.72), third column 

lines 15-17, (femily: none) 
Document 5: JP, 49-33259, Bl QSfippon Kokan K.K) September 5, 1974 (09.05.74), tihird column 

lines 9-1 1 & GB, 1330978, A 
Document 6: JP, 2-1 12892, A (Toshiba Corporation), April 25, 1990 (04.25.90), page 2 lower rigjht 

colxmm line 1 1 - page 3 upper left column line 7, (family: none) 

The invention described in claim 1 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
document 3 cited in the ISR and newly cited document 2. Docimient 3 does not disclose that "when 
cutting a rolled steel sheet, both ends of the cut faces are tilted in the slightly tilted with the thickness 
direction of the rolled steel sheet as a reference, and the tilt direction of both ends of the cut £Etces is 
the reverse direction.*' However, the present invention and document 2 share the common point that 
bo& edge &ces are parallel. Therefore^ adc^ting the constitution described in document 2 is found to 
be a matter at which a person skilled in the art can easily arrive. 

The invention described in claim 2 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
document 3 cited in the ISR and newly cited docxunents 2 and 4-6. Document 3 describes a 
manufacturing method for a rim (annular body) and a butted part being laser-welded. Documents 4 
and 5 describe that "the angle of the edge is adjusted in accordance with flie tube size,'* and document 
6 describes a formula for calculating tilt angle. Therefore, setting the angle of the cut faces to 1-3*' is a 
matter at which a person skilled in the art can easily arrive, giving consideration diameter of the 
annular body and board thickness. 
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